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Table 6.1 U.S. Uranium Reserves, 1997

State Forward - Cost Category
$30 per Pound $50 per Pound

Uranium Ore U3O8 Uranium Ore U3O8
Million Tons Million Pounds Million Tons Million Pounds

New Mexico 15 84 111 350
Wyoming 44 116 245 381
Texas 5 8 19 26
Arizona, Colorado, Utah 7 42 45 119
Other 8 32 26 56

Total 79 281 446 931

Source: EIA, Uranium Industry Annual 1997, DOE/EIA-0478(97).

Note: The $30/pound and $50/pound columns refer to forward cost categories of reserves.  Each Forward cost category is an estimate of the
amount of yellowcake that could be produced at or below the specified cost.  Each higher forward cost category includes all lower forward
cost categories.  Other includes California, Idaho, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Washington.
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Table 6.2 U.S. Uranium Exploration and Development Drilling, 1970-1997
Million Feet

Year Wyoming New Mexico Texas   Utah Colorado Other Total

1970 9.81 5.18 6.08 0.64 1.01 0.81 23.53 
1971 6.12 3.06 3.86 0.60 1.10 0.40 15.14 
1972 7.70 3.70 2.62 na na 1.40 15.42 
1973 8.31 3.89 2.75 0.26 0.47 0.74 16.42 
1974 11.03 4.86 2.98 na 0.82 2.32 22.01 
1975 12.05 5.70 3.32 1.54 1.36 2.03 26.00 
1976 11.72 11.02 2.99 1.97 2.99 3.31 34.00 
1977 15.40 9.10 5.80 3.70 4.00 3.00 41.00 
1978 16.60 9.90 7.00 4.90 4.10 4.50 47.00 
1979 14.80 6.30 8.20 4.90 3.80 2.80 40.80 

1980 6.80 4.45 6.77 3.73 3.35 2.75 27.85 
1981 3.80 1.55 3.92 1.92 1.02 1.95 14.16 
1982 1.82 0.56 1.17 0.59 0.76 1.18 6.08 
1983 na na na 0.58 na na 0.58 
1984 0.72 0.05 0.94 0.11 0.14 0.59 2.55 
1985 0.49 0.02 0.46 0.20 0.10 0.49 1.76 
1986 0.61 0.03 0.77 0.13 0.13 0.40 2.07 
1987 0.59 0.01 0.50 0.17 0.09 0.62 1.98 
1988 1.36 * 0.88 * 0.05 0.72 3.01 
1989 1.17 * 0.38 * * 0.67 2.22 

1990 1.17 0.09 * * * 0.43 1.68 
1991 1.21 0.05 * * * 0.58 1.84 
1992 0.71 * * * * 0.35 1.06 
1993 0.79 0.00 * 0.00 * 0.32 1.11 
1994 na na na na na na 0.70 
1995 na na na na na na 1.30 
1996 na na na na na na 3.00 
1997 na na na na na na 4.90 

Source: EIA, Uranium Industry Annual 1997, DOE/EIA-0478(97).

Note: Other includes California, Idaho, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, and Washington for 1970-
1987; California, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, and Utah for 1988; Arizona, Colorado, Nebraska, New Mexico,
and Utah for 1989; Arizona, Colorado, Nebraska, Texas, and Utah for 1990-1991; Arizona, Colorado, Nebraska, New Mexico, Texas,
and Utah for 1992; Arizona, Colorado, Nebraska, and Texas for 1993; * included under Other.
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Table 6.3 U.S. Uranium Market Activities, 1970-1998

Year Deliveries Average Price  U3O8 Production
Domestic Exported Imported Domestic Imported U.S. Utah

Million Pounds Dollars per Pound Million Pounds

1970 na 4.2 0.0 na na 25.81 1.64 
1971 na 0.4 0.0 na na 25.55 1.45 
1972 11.6 0.2 0.0 na na 25.80 1.50 
1973 12.1 1.2 0.0 7.10 na 26.47 1.96 
1974 11.9 3.0 0.0 7.90 na 23.06 1.86 
1975 12.5 1.0 1.4 10.50 na 23.20 2.02 
1976 13.8 1.2 3.6 16.10 na 25.49 2.41 
1977 13.9 4.0 5.6 19.75 na 29.88 2.46 
1978 31.6 6.8 5.2 21.60 na 36.97 2.81 
1979 33.0 6.2 3.0 23.85 na 37.47 2.80 

1980 35.0 5.8 3.6 28.15 43.10 43.70 2.40 
1981 32.6 4.4 6.6 34.65 32.90 38.47 4.49 
1982 27.1 6.2 17.1 38.37 27.23 26.87 2.89 
1983 24.2 3.3 8.2 38.21 26.16 21.16 1.37 
1984 22.5 2.2 12.5 32.65 21.86 14.88 0.86 
1985 21.7 5.3 11.7 31.43 20.08 11.31 1.56 
1986 18.9 1.6 13.5 30.01 20.07 13.51 5.77 
1987 20.8 1.0 14.8 27.37 19.14 12.99 5.32 
1988 17.6 3.3 15.8 26.15 19.03 13.13 2.80 
1989 18.4 2.1 13.1 19.56 16.75 13.84 3.80 

1990 20.5 2.0 23.7 15.70 12.55 8.89 3.40 
1991 26.8 3.5 16.3 13.66 15.55 7.95 0.00 
1992 23.4 2.8 23.3 13.45 11.34 5.65 0.00 
1993 15.5 3.0 21.0 13.14 10.53 3.06 0.00 
1994 22.7 17.7 36.6 12.08 8.95 3.35 0.00 
1995 22.3 9.8 41.3 14.20 10.20 6.04 1.50 
1996 22.9 11.5 45.4 14.62 13.15 6.32 0.66 
1997 18.7 17.0 43.0 12.88 11.88 5.64 0.56 

1998E 19.2 16.2 44.5 11.59 9.34 5.48 0.08 

Source: EIA, Domestic Uranium Mining and Milling Industry - Viability Assessment, DOE/EIA-0477, for 1985-1987; EIA, Uranium
Industry Annual, DOE/EIA-0478(97), for 1988-1997; company interviews for Utah production 1995-1997.

Note: Deliveries refers to deliveries of yellowcake to utilities by suppliers.
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Table 6.4 Utah Uranium Ore and U3O8 Production, 1960-1998

Year Ore Production U3O8 Production Value Average Price
Short Tons Thousand Pounds Dollars Dollars per Pound

1960 1,089,757 6,539 27,843,000 4.26 
1961 1,098,783 6,160 25,734,000 4.18 
1962 781,955 5,492 23,653,000 4.31 
1963 743,792 5,526 23,852,000 4.32 
1964 761,180 6,029 26,385,000 4.38 
1965 377,989 2,160 9,014,000 4.17 
1966 236,870 1,254 9,797,000 7.81 
1967 254,538 1,287 10,300,000 8.00 
1968 286,683 1,712 13,175,000 7.70 
1969 298,746 1,140 6,824,000 5.99 

1970 398,094 1,635 6,742,000 4.12 
1971 412,246 1,445 8,959,000 6.20 
1972 470,513 1,496 9,424,800 6.30 
1973 358,920 1,961 13,923,100 7.10 
1974 423,271 1,862 14,709,800 7.90 
1975 485,205 2,015 21,157,500 10.50 
1976 858,889 2,408 38,768,800 16.10 
1977 980,508 2,458 48,545,500 19.75 
1978 787,113 2,813 60,760,800 21.60 
1979 1,006,207 2,801 66,803,850 23.85 

1980 894,498 2,397 67,475,550 28.15 
1981 1,014,763 4,487 155,474,550 34.65 
1982 302,847 2,895 111,062,080 38.37 
1983 317,542 1,372 38,706,659 28.21 
1984 216,390 858 28,009,227 32.65 
1985 172,084 1,564 49,156,520 31.43 
1986 311,842 5,767 173,067,670 30.01 
1987 19,557 5,320 145,608,400 27.37 
1988 20,827 2,800 73,220,000 26.15 
1989 90,366 3,800 74,328,000 19.56 

1990 79,000 3,400 53,380,000 15.70 
1991 0 0 0 13.66 
1992 0 0 0 13.45 
1993 0 0 0 13.14 
1994 0 0 0 12.08 
1995 0 1500 21,300,000 14.20 
1996 0 662 9,678,440 14.62 
1997 0 560 7,212,800 12.88 
1998E 0 80 927,200 11.59 

Source: Utah State Tax Commission, Division of State Assessment for 1960-1990; company interviews for 1991-1997.
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Table 6.5 Utah Uranium Milling Capacity, 1997

Operator Mill Name

Nominal
Milling

Capacity

Nominal U3O8
Production
Capacity

Operational
Status

Tons per Day Pounds per Day

Atlas Minerals Corp. Moab Mill 1,200 921 Closed

Rio Algom Corp. Humeca Mill 750 500 Permanently Closed

Umetco/Energy Fuels1 White Mesa 4,325 2,941 Operating

Plateau Resources2 Shootering
Canyon

1,000 247 Recommissioning

Total 7,275 4,609 

Source: Company interviews.

Note: 1Purchased by International Uranium Corporation U.S.
2Subsidiary of U.S. Energy Corporation



 


